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Philadelphia, 
and the nation, 

celebrates National 
Catholic Schools 

Week.

BY METRO 
PHILADELPHIA
letters@metro.us

For the past 47 years, 
National Catholic Schools 
Week has celebrated Cath-
olic education in America. 
This year—certainly one 
like no other since its in-
ception—that tradition 
continues, even amidst the 
coronavirus pandemic.

From Jan. 31 through 
Feb. 6, Catholic schools 
throughout Philadelphia, 
and the nation, will com-
memorate the week with 
various activities that em-
brace Catholic education. 
The various celebrations 
include Masses, open 
houses and other activ-
ities for students, fam-

ilies, parishioners and 
members of the commu-
nity. However, due to the 
current pandemic, many 
schools have pivoted this 
year’s celebrations to ad-
here to safety guidelines 
and social distancing.

Regardless of the logis-
tics, the sentiment is still 
the same—a celebration 
of Catholic education.

The theme is “Catho-
lic Schools: Faith. Excel-
lence. Service.” And after 
a year filled with count-

less challenges—espe-
cially in academia—sup-
porting one another and 
building a stronger com-
munity has been more 
important than ever.

According to the Na-
tional Catholic Educa-
tion Association website, 
“Through these events, 
schools focus on the 
value Catholic education 
provides to young people 
and its contributions to 
our church, our commu-
nities and our nation.”

CATHOLIC
SCHOOLS
WEEK

“Catholic Schools: 
Faith. Excellence. 
Service.”

GETTY IMAGES
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Diverse Sisterhood. Endless Opportunity.

"Developing Leadership in Confident
Women for over 80 years"

9th-12th Grade | Financial Aid Available
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A lesson in adaptability: How COVID-19 changed education
BY MIGUEL 
VELÁZQUEZ, MWN
letters@metro.us

The novel coronavirus 
has changed everyday 
lives in countless ways, 
but perhaps none more 
impactful then the way 
we educate children.

The global health emer-
gency had a great im-
pact on the education of 
millions. In April 2020, 
a month when the strict-
est lockdown measures 
were implemented in 
many countries, nearly 90 
percent of students had 
their learning processes 
disrupted. According to 
theUnited Nations Inter-
national Children’s Emer-
gency Fund (UNICEF), as 
of Dec. 1, 2020, schools re-
mained closed for one in 
five school-age children 
worldwide, a total of 320 
million children.

In-person classes were 
replaced by virtual ones 
in many cases, however, 
it turned out to be quite 
challenging. Two-thirds 
of the world’s school-age 
people – or 1.3 billion 
children aged 3 to 17 
years old – do not have 
Internet connection in 

their homes, according 
to a new joint report 
from UNICEF and the In-
ternational Telecommu-
nication Union.

“As we enter the sec-
ond year of the COVID-19 
pandemic, and as cases 
continue to soar around 
the world, no effort 
should be spared to keep 
schools open or priori-
tize them in reopening 
plans,” Henrietta Fore, 
UNICEF Executive Direc-
tor, said in a statement.

She added: “The cost of 
closing schools has been 
devastating. The number of 
out-of-school children is set 
to increase by 24 million, 

to a level we have not seen 
in years and have fought so 
hard to overcome.”

According to UNICEF Ex-
ecutive Director, children’s 
ability to read, write and 
do basic math has suffered, 
“and the skills they need 
to thrive in the 21st-cen-
tury economy have dimin-
ished.”

Nearly a quarter of a 
billion students world-
wide are still affected 
by COVID-19 school clo-
sures, forcing hundreds 
of millions of students to 
rely on virtual learning, 
explains Fore, warning 
that “for those with no 
Internet access, educa-

tion can be out of reach.”
Indeed, the digital di-

vide is perpetuating in-
equalities that already 
divide countries and com-
munities. Children and 
young people from the 
poorest households, rural 
and lower-income states 
are falling even further 
behind their peers and are 
left with very little oppor-
tunity to ever catch up.

To learn more about 
the situation, Metro 
talked with Glenn C. Sav-
age,associate professor in 
education policy and so-
ciology at The University 
of Western Australia.
Was 2020 a lost year for 
education?

From a global perspec-
tive, the answer would 
be both yes and no, de-
pending on where young 
people attend school. For 
many students, 2020 was 
a terrible year for the pro-
gression of their learning. 
There is deeply worrying 
data globally showing the 
negative academic impacts 
the pandemic has had on 
young people’s achieve-
ments. These impacts are 
strongly influenced by so-
cio-economic factors, with 
young people from dis-

advantaged backgrounds 
more likely to have been 
negatively impacted. 
Is it possible to mea-
sure the impact that the 
COVID-19 pandemic had 
on global education?

Measuring the impact 
of the pandemic on ac-
ademic achievement is 
complicated, but easier 
to do when compared to 
measuring the impact on 
other areas of student de-
velopment. For example, 
a crucial element of the 
pandemic that has not 
received the attention it 
deserves to date is consid-
ering what is lost when 
schools, as primary sites 
for the socialization of 
young people, stop operat-
ing face-to-face. These so-
cial dimensions of school-
ing include young people’s 
relationships with others, 
their development as fu-
ture citizens and much 
more. How do we mea-
sure these dimensions? It 
is much harder. 

For me, the pandemic 
has reinforced a view that 
schools are not just facto-
ries for the transmission 
of academic knowledge, 
nor are they simply hot-
houses for the crafting of 

future participants in na-
tional and global econo-
mies. Schools are, instead, 
where our future citizens 
are—future citizens who 
need schools to help them 
navigate social worlds. 
When we mourn what is 
being lost to the pandemic 
in education, we should be 
mourning the social life of 
schools.
How eff ective is online 
schooling?

When we compare on-
line learning across edu-
cation systems globally, 
there are deeply concern-
ing differences in terms 
of how effective the on-
line shift has been. Many 
systems simply did not 
have the technical infra-
structure in place to sud-
denly move large num-
bers of young people 
online. Many teachers 
lack adequate training 
in online teaching. And 
many young people live 
in households that lack 
access to high-speed In-
ternet and the devices re-
quired to engage in online 
education. At the other 
end of the spectrum, 
some education systems 
were very well placed to 
make the move online.

GETTY IMAGES

Saint Pio
Regional Catholic School

Y o u r  F a m i l y  S c h o o l !

A Middle States Accredited School continuing
in Academic Excellence for children in Pre-K3

through 8th Grade.

Flourish in an atmosphere rooted in Catholic faith that supports all 
learners by promoting mindfulness and differentiated instruction!
Work hands-on in our Science Lab, play a musical instrument, or 
participate in one of our many extracurricular activities and CYO!

REGISTER TODAY!
Please Call 215-467-5430 to Schedule 
your Private Tour or to Join one of our 
Upcoming Virtual Information Sessions, 
which will be held as follows:

Grades 5-8:
Monday, February 1 @ 7pm

Grades Pre-K 3 - K:
Tuesday, February 2 @ 7pm

Grades 1-4:
Thursday, February 4 @ 7pm

Extended Day and
Financial Aid Available

1826 Pollock Street, Philadelphia, PA 19145
www.stpiocatholicschool.org

Educating the Whole Child

...Mind, Body and Spirit
RESURRECTION 

REGIONAL
CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL

Pre K3 through 8

2020 Shelmire Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19152
(215) 742-1127 • www.resurrectschool.org

New Registration Starts in February

...
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How does a school continue to attract the best and 
brightest of the young women in Southeastern 
Pennsylvania to keep it strong and sustainable?
Little Flower can answer that question with 80 
years of attention to:
• Catholic Culture 
• Collaboration & Communication
• Community
• Critical Thinking 
• Creativity
Reading from the Class of 1941’s yearbook, who 
in June 2021 will celebrate the 80th anniversary 
of Little Flower’s first graduating class, the school 
is described as:
Simple in its design and inspiring in its architectural 
beauty, its facilities and equipment place it 
first among the modern secondary educational 
institutions. Its aim primarily is to send forth girls 
prepared to carry on the affairs of the business, 
professional and cultural world; and to send them 
out imbued with the principles that make for 
success in every vocation – principles based on the 
recognition of others’ rights, and on the respect due 
to both civil and divine authority.
From the moment the first shovel was put into the 
ground at 1000 W. Lycoming Street on October 5, 
1938, the foundational aspects of a high quality 
educational experience girded in Catholic values 

drove the mission to educate 36,000 graduates and 
counting. We now cross the threshold into a very 
new educational and career landscape built on 
flexibility, adaptation and innovation. Little Flower 
welcomes you to experience the Sr. Kathleen 
Klarich, RSM, Center for Academic Excellence. 
The Klarich Center aims to deliver on the promise 
made to its first graduating class: to bring to the 
world young women who are faith-filled, college 
and career ready, independent and guided by a 
keen awareness of their moral responsibility to 
self and others.
As you read over the mission and goals of the 
Klarich Center, you will see our abiding dedication 
to what you know to be good and true for our 
students – the promise of the highest quality 
academic experience at the most affordable price 
for the best return on investment.
Little Flower began her life in 1939 as a budding 
rose. The dedicated alumnae and benefactors of 
Little Flower have allowed St. Thérèse’s garden 
to flourish for the ages. We welcome you to be 
part of this sacred garden to help all the young 
women of Southeastern Pennsylvania reach their 
spiritual, intellectual and emotional fulfillment 
-- Jeane McNamara, President
Little Flower’s Commitment  
to Academic Excellence

Little Flower Catholic High School for Girls is 
a dynamic and innovative college preparatory 

school in theArchdiocese of Philadelphia, located 
in North Philadelphia.
For over 80 years, the faculty and staff at Little 
Flower have fostered within our students a desire 
to reach their God-given potential as they grow 
spiritually and academically. Our students celebrate 
and respond to God’s call to be empowered women 
of faith, hope, integrity, leadership, and service 
as they study core subjects and standards. Little 
Flower is committed to academic excellence as 
students start to plan and realize their future 
college and career direction.
Students are expected to complete four years of 
Theology and English. We highly encourage our 
students to complete four years of Math, Science 
and World Language courses. In addition, students 
are required to complete three years of History. 
Finally, students take one year of Health and 
Physical Education and a combination of electives 
in the Fine and Performing Arts, Technology or 
Business to fulfill the required number of credits 
for graduation. We encourage students to choose 
courses that best fit their ambitions and graduation 
requirements.
Starting with the Class of 2025, one year of Fine 
Arts is required. It does not have to be consecutive. 
We are requiring our incoming Class of 2025 to 
plan for four years of Math.
Be part of the greatest all-girls’ education tradition 
in Southeastern Pennsylvania!
To Launch Your Future, please contact our 
Assistant Principal for Academic Affairs,
Ms. Kathleen Radebaugh at 215-455-6900 x1148
or kradebaugh@lfchs.org
littleflowerhighschool.org
Lasting Traditions, Forward Vision

Little Flower Catholic High School for Girls: Here To Stay!
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Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia says 
decision to close 
Center City high 
school is fi nal.

JACK TOMCZUK
jack.tomczuk@metro.us

Valerie Egrich, 16, 
hasn’t considered attend-
ing another school.

Open houses and vir-
tual events have been of-
fered to students at John 
W. Hallahan Catholic 
Girls’ High School, which 
is slated to be closed by 
the Archdiocese of Phila-
delphia in June.

“I’m not moving until 
anything happens, until 
other people are mov-
ing,” said Egrich, a Hal-
lahan sophomore from 
Roxborough. “I’m stick-
ing where I am until I 
find out that the school’s 
completely closing.”

According to the arch-
diocese, there’s no ques-

tion about it. Archbishop 
Nelson Perez’s decision 
to close Hallahan “re-
mains final,” spokesman 
Ken Gavin said.

Nonetheless, a group 
of alumni, parents and 
current students have 
begun a campaign to co-
erce the archdiocese into 
reopening the school in 
the fall. If that fails, they 
want to turn Hallahan 
into an independent pri-
vate school.

“How can you close 
down an institution that 
has such, not only lo-
cal history, but national 
history?” asked Jenni-
fer Coffey, a member 
of Friends of Hallahan 
who graduated from the 
school in 1994.

Hallahan was founded 
as the first diocesan 
all-girls’ school in the 
country in 1911, before 
women had the right to 
vote, Coffey noted.

Church officials an-
nounced their intention 
to close it, along with 
Bishop McDevitt High 
School in Cheltenham 

Township, in November 
following a “sustainabil-
ity study” by Faith in the 
Future, a foundation that 
oversees the 17 archdioc-
esan high schools.

The study determined 
declining enrollment — 
Hallahan is at 36% ca-
pacity — would cause 
steep tuition hikes if the 
schools were to remain 
open, according to the 
archdiocese.

About 400 girls are en-
rolled at the school, at 
19th and Wood streets in 
Center City, representa-
tives from Friends of Hal-
lahan told Metro.

Gavin said “all possible 
alternatives” were con-
sidered before church 
leaders decided to close 
the schools.

Parents and alumni 
have taken issue with 
the announcement, say-
ing, in the past, students 
were given two years no-
tice before a high school 
was shut down.

“The girls have got 
a lot of anxiety about 
where they’re going to 
go,” Coffey said. “We’re 
in enough chaos this 
year and last year, and 
to have the (archdio-
cese) add to that, quite 
frankly, it’s immoral.”

Friends of Hallahan 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

Hallahan group organizes 

ALL IMAGES: FRIENDS OF HALLAHAN

John W. Hallahan Catholic Girls’ High School opened in 1911 at 19th and Wood streets in Center City.

A Positive Community Fixture for 
Generations of Catholic Families

Located in the Rhawnhurst section of 
Philadelphia, Resurrection Regional 
Catholic School has been a positive fixture 
in the community for generations of 
Catholic families. Our mission is to serve 
as companions on the journey preparing 
Christian citizens to meet the demands and 
challenges of the future. 
Resurrection Regional Catholic School 
integrates faith based values into all our 
educational and social activities. Our 
Catholic identity is demonstrated through 
daily prayer and daily participation at Mass 
by individual grades and monthly as a school 
community. 
Accredited through the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Schools, our 
rigorous academic curriculum is based 
on Common Core State Standards and 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia Guidelines. 
Our research-based early childhood 
program (3-year- old, 4-year-old and 
Kindergarten) is supported by Children’s 
Literacy Initiative.
Our eighth graders consistently earn 
Neumann and other private secondary 
scholarships!
Students and parents can expect:
• Art, music, technology, library instruction 
and physical education 
• Educational class trips to various 
museums and historical sites throughout 
the Philadelphia area

• Nurturing and dedicated faculty and staff 
supporting positive self-image, spirit of 
inquiry and problem solving
• Technology-infused instruction PreK – 
Grade 8
Extra-Curricular Activities include altar 
service and choir, student council, yearbook, 
girl and boy scouts, CYO sports and summer 
bible camp.
Our support services include:
• before and after school childcare program 
(CARES)
• free breakfast and hot lunch program
• an active Home and School Association 
providing informative meetings for parents 
and social activities for students and families.
• scholarship assistance 
• Math, reading, speech, language counseling 
and psychological support provided by 
CORA and Title I. Philadelphia School 
District.
Along with our dedicated art and music rooms 
and gymnasium, our facilities look to the future 
with a networked computer system building-
wide, a state-of-the-art computer lab; Chrome 
Book/ Ipad  carts on every floor, SMART 
Boards in every classroom, and a broadcast 
learning site for the Math Matters Program.
We are so proud of our school and attribute 
its success to the fine students and families 
that have come together to create it over the 
generations and decades. Come and check us 
out and make our school your school.
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also wants Faith in the 
Future to release its full 
report. Organizers have 
been denied a meeting 
with the archdiocese, 
Coffey said.

Hallahan’s board 
emerged from a meeting 
with Perez last month 
seemingly resigned to 
the school’s fate.

“All requests of the 
Archbishop and Faith in 
the Future were denied,” 
the board said in a state-
ment.

The other option, es-
tablishing an indepen-
dent Hallahan, would 
be a massive undertak-
ing that would require 
Friends of Hallahan to 
bring in more than $20 
million in the first two 
years, according to a Jan. 
15 post on the group’s 
Facebook page.

Organizers have es-
tablished a PayPal link, 
but they say they haven’t 
launched an aggressive 
fundraising campaign 
yet.

Coffey said Friends 
of Hallahan has gener-
ated “tens of thousands” 
of dollars in donations 
and is in the process of 
becoming a 501c3 non-
profit organization.

Friends of Hallahan 
would like a future in-
dependent school to be 
housed in the current 
building, though they 
have acknowledged that 
they may have to seek 
out a new campus.

Privatizing Hallahan 
would “not be feasible,” 
Gavin said, as the school 
would still face the same 
challenges it does now.

Coffey and other mem-
bers of Friends of Halla-
han believe the archdi-
ocese is looking to cash 
in on the school’s real es-
tate, possibly to fund set-
tlements for the victims 
of clergy sexual abuse. 
Hallahan’s building has 
been evaluated at $30 to 
$40 million, Coffey said.

“We think the archdi-
ocese wants that prop-
erty,” she added. “It’s 
very clear that they’re 
after money.”

Gavin said the build-
ing’s worth was “in no 
way a factor” in the deci-
sion to shutter Hallahan. 
“To my knowledge, no 
appraisals have been ob-
tained on the buildings,” 
he said.

Egrich and Coffey 
both said Hallahan al-
lowed them to connect 

with girls of different 
neighborhoods and from 
different backgrounds.

Coffey, who grew up 
in Port Richmond, said 
the school was an early 
adopter of STEM educa-
tion, and it helped set 
her up for her career. 
She leads an environ-
mental nonprofit in New 
Jersey.

“There were just so 
many opportunities in 
going to a school with 
such history and in the 
location where it was 
at,” she said. “I was able 
to really get a deep dive 
into the sciences and 
the math that provided 

a strong foundation for 
me moving forward.”

For Egrich, picking 
Hallahan was an easy 
choice. Her mother, 
grandmother and aunts 
had graduated from the 
school.

She was at the Plym-
outh Meeting Mall when 
a friend called her and 
told her Hallahan would 
be closing. At first, she 
didn’t believe it.

“I thought it was due 
to COVID,” Egrich said. 
“Then, my aunt called 
me, and I was in shock, 
and then, when I got 
home, I felt really sad 
and depressed.”

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

to save school

The decision to close Hallahan was due to dwindling enrollment, according 
to the archdiocese.

“The girls have got a 
lot of anxiety about 
where they’re going to 
go. We’re in enough 
chaos this year and last 
year, and to have the 
(archdiocese) add to 
that, quite frankly, it’s 
immoral.”

Jennifer Coff ey

Onsite and Online,
Mercy Tech is On Top!

Mercy Career & Technical High School (Mercy Tech) is not your typical private, inde-
pendent educational experience. Offering a faith-based, four-year academic program, 
Mercy Tech takes a holistic approach to education, awarding graduates high school 
diplomas and state licenses or industry-recognized certifications through rigorous aca-
demics and project-based learning. We have not missed one day of instruction during 
COVID-19.
In addition to academic classes, all freshman take a Career Exploration course, designed 
to help identify their area of interest.  They are introduced to program offerings, career 
possibilities, and the opportunity to speak with industry professionals. 
Career & Technical Programs:
Mercy Tech's programs provide contemporary job options and a non-traditional path to 
higher education. For example, as part of our Health Occupations program, we are the 
only high school in Philadelphia to offer a PA-approved Nurse Aide Training Program.
Other Career & Technical Programs include:
• Advertising Art & Web Design
• Building Trades
• Business

A sampling of certifications students graduate with include: OSHA®, Comp TIA A+ ®, 
Ai, Microsoft® Office Specialist, ServSafe®, ManageFirst™, and NCCER.
Student certification success include:
• 100% have earned MOS® certification in Word, Excel and PowerPoint over the last 5 years
• 98% pass rate for Nurse Aide certification since the program began in 2000
• 95% have graduated as fully-licensed cosmetologists since 2013 
• 94% have earned Adobe Illustrator certification since testing began in this area
• 94% have earned CompTIA ®IT Fundamentals certification since 2013
• 92% have earned National Center for Construction Education & Research (NCCER) 
Certification over the last five years
• 82% have earned their ServSafe® certification since 2013

Tech-Savvy
Mercy Tech’s campus is wireless thanks to the work of its electrical and computer tech-
nology students. Chromebooks are provided to all students and are used in class (and 
during hybrid learning) to access resources, share information, create content, and take 
notes. Also, Mercy Tech is a Google school, utilizing Google Docs beginning in Grade 9 
to collaborate on projects with other students and teachers.
Mercy Tech is also very proud of its Virtual Reality Lab, providing students with a more 
interactive classroom to enhance learning, especially in the sciences and Health 
Occupations program.  
Co-Op Program
Mercy Tech seniors have the opportunity to participate in our Cooperative Education 
Program (Co-Op) which offers on-the-job training in their chosen career program and 
integrates classroom-based education with practical work experience. Students earn 
high school credits while working approximately 20 hours per week in a structured job 
experience. Since the inception of the program, students have been employed in over 
100 businesses throughout the Philadelphia region.  
Contact Us
Learn more about Mercy Tech’s programs, academics, faculty, administration, and/or 
admissions process:
Call:  (215) 226-1225 
Email:  admissions@mercycte.org

• Computer Technology 
• Cosmetology
• Culinary & Pastry Arts 
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‘Giving Hope to All:’ Archdiocese 
sets $12.5 million fundraising goal

The annual 
Catholic Charities 

Appeal is the 
Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia’s 
largest annual 

fundraising 
initiative.

BY METRO 
PHILADELPHIA
letters@metro.us

Archbishop Nelson J. 
Pérez recently launched 
the 2021 Catholic Char-
ities Appeal (CCA), the 
Archdiocese of Phila-
delphia’s largest annual 
fundraising initiative. It 
benefits hundreds of thou-
sands of people through 
countless organizations 
and ministries in the 
Archdiocese. This year’s 
fundraising goal is $12.5 
million with the theme 
“Giving Hope to All.”

The announcement 
took place at the Arch-
diocesan Pastoral Center 
with due respect for and 
adherence to guidelines 
set forth by governmen-
tal health agencies.

“By supporting the 
Catholic Charities Ap-
peal, you are feeding the 
hungry, sheltering the 
homeless, supporting 

veterans, those in recov-
ery, and helping students 
with special needs to re-
ceive the Catholic educa-
tion they deserve,” said 
Archbishop Pérez. “You 
are helping desperate 
families get back on their 
feet and bringing joy to 
the lives of the aged and 
lonely. It is important to 
remind ourselves of the 

incredible work being 
done through the Appeal 
and how our brothers 
and sisters in need are 
encouraged, helped, and 
inspired with grace and 
dignity.”

William J. Phelan, IV, 
Esq., President of the 
CCA Board of Directors, 

as well as representa-
tives from CCA bene-
ficiaries were in atten-
dance. Patrick Walsh, 
Director of Programs at 
Martha’s Choice Market-
place, a ministry of Cath-
olic Social Services of the 
Archdiocese of Philadel-
phia (CSS); and Kathleen 

Clark from Lily’s Gift, a 
collaboration between 
the Archdiocese of Phil-
adelphia’s Office for Per-
sons with Disabilities, 
The Office of Life and 
Family, and CSS, which 
provides support to fam-
ilies with prenatal diag-
nosis, offered their sup-
port as well.

Each year, CCA helps 
to ensure the vitality of 
countless organizations 
and ministries through-
out the five-county Arch-
diocese. CCA beneficia-
ries are grouped into 
five areas of ministries 
including Education; So-
cial Services; Evangeliza-
tion, Parish and Spiritual 
Life; Clergy; and Local 
Mission Activities.

To learn more about the 
CCA, visitcatholiccharitie-
sappeal.org. CCA is powered 
by The Catholic Foundation 
of Greater Philadelphia, an 
independent, nonprofit com-
munity foundation. To learn 
more, visit thecfgp.org
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“By supporting the Catholic 
Charities Appeal, you 
are feeding the hungry, 
sheltering the homeless, 
supporting veterans, those 
in recovery, and helping 
students with special needs 
to receive the Catholic 
education they deserve.”

Archbishop Nelson J. Pérez
PROVIDED

Archbishop Nelson J. Pérez recently announced the 2021 Catholic Charities 
Appeal fundraising initiative. 

The Mission of Saint Pio Catholic School is to joyfully instill 
God's love and compassion to all we meet through Prayer, 
Charity, and Scholarship. Students flourish in an atmosphere 
rooted in Catholic faith, supporting all learners by promoting 
mindfulness and differentiated instruction!

Saint Pio is Your Family School, a Middle States Accredited 
School continuing in Academic Excellence for children in Pre-K 
3 through to 8th Grade!

Established in 2012, Saint Pio Regional Catholic School, former-
ly Saint Richard School, prides itself in its teachers who provide 
a rigorous academic instruction in Religion, Math, English 
Language Arts, Science, and Social Studies.  Our curriculum also 
includes Fine Arts, Music, Physical Education, Computer 
Science, Library, and Spanish Instruction throughout all grade levels. We are a G-Suite School 
with a 1:1 Chromebook ratio.  Our students benefit from a science lab as well as programs that 
enhance our curriculum such as Dancing Classrooms.  Saint Pio’s offers extra-curricular 
activities such as: musical instrumental instruction, band, Yearbook Committee, Theater 
Club, Liturgy Committee, Student Council, and Academic Clubs.  We also offer CYO Sports 
and Activities.

Saint Pio’s faculty and staff are CPR and First Aid certified. Saint Pio‘s is compliant to the 
Philadelphia Department of Public Health Guidelines to COVID-19. Each of our students has 
their own desk shield and our teachers have their own moveable instructional shields. We 
follow all protocols required by the Philadelphia Department of Public Health, the CDC, and 
the Archdiocese of Philadelphia Office of Catholic Education.

For quality education that is academically and 
spiritually sound, register Today for grades Pre-K 3 
to 8. Call 215-467-5430 to Schedule a Private Tour 
or to Join One Of Our Virtual Information Sessions 
beginning at 7:00 PM on the following dates: 
Monday February 1 (grades 5th – 8th), Tuesday 
February 2nd (grades Pre-K3 – K) and Thursday 
February 4 (grades 1st-4th). Extended Day and 
Financial Aid available. 

 St. Pio Catholic School, 1826 Pollock Street,  
Philadelphia, PA 19145.
www.stpiocatholicschool.org

Prayer, Charity and Scholarship…
And a Hands-On Science Lab!

St. Jerome School Offers Flexible Pre-K!
Are you getting ready to choose a 
preschool for your child for September? 
Come see what Saint Jerome has to 
offer! Located in quiet Winchester Park 
in Northeast Philadelphia, St. Jerome 
provides a safe and enriching early 
childhood experience.  The flexibible 
Pre-K3 and Pre-K4 programs allow 
parents to choose from 3, 4, or 5 days 
per week and half or full days. 

St. Jerome Early Childhood Program 
provides our young students the 
opportunity to reason and problem 
solve as they are exposed to tactile 
and engaging materials. We provide 
age-appropriate activities that develop 
each child’s fine and gross motor 
skills, science and math skills, and 
verbal and language proficiency. We 
are proud to implement the Children’s 
Literacy Initiative in both the Pre-K 
and Kindergarten classrooms.  This 
reading program is an age appropriate, 
comprehensive curriculum based on 
award winning children’s books using a 
thematic approach. 

St. Jerome School is proud to be 
a cornerstone of our community 
providing quality education for over 60 
years. Join our school family and become 
a part of the tradition of academic 
excellence! Our preschool is just the 

wonderful beginning of our accredited, 
PreK through Grade 8 elementary 
school! Apply now for September.  
Space is limited, so please contact us as 
soon as possible to schedule a private 
tour. Come grow with us!

POINTS OF PRIDE: 
• Middle States Accredited
• Children’s Literacy Initiative
• Hands-on Learning
• STEM Activities
• Music, Technology, PE, Library
• Socialization & Cooperation
• Indoor & Outdoor FUN!
• Before & After CARES Available

Saint Jerome School | 3031 Stamford 
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19136 | 

215.624.0637  | info@sjsphila.org
sjsphila.org


